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Adult  Inter vi e w  and  Narrativ e

For  this  assignme n t ,  you�ll  conduct  an  interview  and  write  a  longer

narrat ive  about  an  adult  you  know.   Your  subject  should  be  someo ne

you  can  speak  to  (either  in  person,  or  over  the  phone).   A good  subject

is  someo ne  you  know  fairly  well  who  you  want  to  know  more  about .  

St ep  1:  Before  your  int erview  you  should  prepar e  5  clarifying

quest ions  and  10  probing  quest ions  for  your  subject .  As the  int erview

progress e s ,  you  will probably  have  more  quest ions .  

St ep  2:  Conduct  the  interview.  As you  interview  your  subject ,  take

notes.  The  interview  should  take  you  about  20- 30  minute s.  In addition

to  taking  notes  on  your  subject�s  respons e s,  you  should  also  take

observa tion  notes  on  your  subject  and  surroundings.  

St ep  3:  Organize  your  infor mat ion  using  an  outline  and  craft  a  focus  or

thesis.  Once  you  have  your  focus,  you  may  need  to  ask  your  subject

more  questions.  

St ep  4:  Write  a  short  narrat ive  with  a  focus  on  your  subject .  The

narrat ive  should  be  about  2  pages  doubled  spaced  and  typed.  

Ext en s i o n:  

Option  # 1:  After  you  interview  your  subject ,  make  contact  with

someo ne  else  who  knows  that  perso n,  and  ask  this  person  about  your

subject .   This  perso n  will serve  as  a  second  source  of informat ion  and

you  will use  this  resea rch  to  develop  your  narrat ive.  

Option  # 2:   Conduct  anothe r  interview  with  a  resident  of a  local

nursing  home  such  as  Sunny  Acres  Nursing  Home.  This  is  a  fabulous

opportunity  to  build  commu nity  connect ions.  

Option  #3:  Include  photogr aphs  of your  subject  to  acco mp a ny  the

narrat ive,  so  that  is  modeled  after  the  ones  we  read  from  the  Salt

Institut e.



Intervi e w  DUE  Dat e  ___________________

Narrativ e  DUE Dat e  ___________________
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Stud e n t s  will  be  as s e s s e d  using  the  Perfor m a n c e

Chec kl i s t  belo w:

________1.Cont ent :  Narrat ive  captur es  essenc e  of the  subject .

________ 2.Organiza t ion:  Writing  has  a  thesis  and  clear  focus,  based  on

interview.

_________3.Style:  Senso ry  writing  is  rich  with  descript ive  det ails.  

________ 4.Qualit y:  Writing  is  polished  and  professiona l.  Student  takes

time  to  honor  work.

 

________ 5.Prepar at ion:  Notes,  outline,  and  other  prepar a to ry  steps  are

included  with  the         final  draft .  .



*Reme m b er,  this  will be  marked  as  a  triple  class

work  and  homew ork  grade.


